Prospective Student Information:

Students seeking admission to the Pathology doctoral degree program should have completed a baccalaureate or advanced degree by the time of matriculation; degrees in biological, chemical, or physical sciences are preferred. Satisfactory completion of courses in organic chemistry, biochemistry, genetics, cell biology, and statistics is recommended. Applicants should be fluent in English. Individuals with advanced degrees in medicine, dentistry or veterinary medicine are encouraged to apply.  

This program does not provide a 'recommendation letter form' or insist that a specific format be used. Each letter writer may use their own format, and focus on those areas they feel are important about you. Providing these letters to you in sealed/signed envelopes for you to include with your application is perfectly acceptable. The letter writers may also mail their letter directly to the program return address (see below).

Generally, four to six graduate students are accepted each year. 

Brief description of the application process: 

It is highly encouraged that you apply online, if at all possible. Please be aware that a paper application takes 6 to 8 weeks to process through the UW Graduate Admissions Office. The fee to submit a paper application is $50, while the online application is $45.  The Apply Now link will take you directly to the Biomedical Sciences Graduate Programs on-line application form. Completing this form will fulfill application requirements for both the UW Graduate School and the Pathology program. (If you wish to apply to more than one program, you must complete a new application, and pay another application fee.)

DEADLINES

U.S. CITIZENS AND PERMANENT RESIDENTS - Applications must be completed by January 1 to ensure consideration for admission in the following summer or fall quarter. In some cases, late applications will also be considered.  Notification of action on application is given by April 15th. In special circumstances, applications from highly qualified individuals will be considered at other times of the year. Highly ranked applicants will usually be scheduled to visit with members of the department and be interviewed by members of the Pathology Graduate Faculty in Seattle. Top-ranked applicants will usually have their travel expenses paid for by the Department. 

HOW TO APPLY

Applicants must apply to BOTH the Department of Pathology AND the Graduate School of the University of Washington. Apply to the Graduate School via the Web, and please be sure to send a copy of that application to the Department of Pathology along with the other required application material. A copy of the Graduate School's Biomedical Sciences Graduate Programs application serves as the Pathology program application.

SEND THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS TO PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT:

Admissions Committee
Department of Pathology

University of Washington
Box 356100
Seattle, WA 98195-6100

1. Copy of your Graduate School Application

2. Official Transcripts

3. Official GRE Scores. We also recommend that you take the Subject Test in Biology or related area.

4. Statement of purpose and research interests. Describe you research interests, goals, and research experience. It is helpful if you identify several faculty members whose research program is particularly attractive to you.

5. Letters of recommendation. Three or more are preferable. These should address the applicant's capabilities as a potential investigator in addition to commenting on academic or other qualifications.

SEND THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS TO UW GRADUATE SCHOOL:

1.
On-line Graduate School application

2.
The UW Graduate School's application fee, payable via credit card during the on-line application process

3.
Certified GRE Score Report (only the General Test is required) wired directly from ETS, and for International or ESL Applicants only, a Certified TOEFL Score Report sent directly from ETS.

INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS - Please be aware that funding to support international students is limited. If you would like to review other biomedical sciences programs at the University of Washington, we suggest that you preview the Graduate School website. The University of Washington Graduate School deadline is November 1. Applicants who wish to apply to other programs should continually monitor the Graduate School website. 

Information for international applicants - As a non-US citizen there are three factors in which you should consider before deciding to pay the application fee and applying formally to the Pathology PhD program: 

1) The Pathology PhD program operates within the University of Washington Graduate School. The Graduate School has application rules that you must satisfy before you can consider applying for the Pathology PhD program. You can learn more about these rules and procedures by sending an email to uwgrad@u.washington.edu. This will generate an automatic response that includes useful information and pointers. 

2) It is very difficult for us to evaluate the credentials of foreign applicants and to rank them against applicants from the universities or laboratories within the US. At the very least, it would be necessary for you to come to Seattle (almost always at your own expense) so that we can interview you. 

3) The great majority of Graduate Students in our program are funded through interdepartmental training grants obtained from the National Institute of Health. Only US citizens or permanent residents are eligible for this funding. For this reason, we have rarely accepted non-US citizens/permanent residents into our program. The exceptions have almost always been applicants who were already working in laboratories within the Department of Pathology, or applicants who came with their own funding. 

STUDENT FUNDING
Pathology graduate students are supported with a competitive living expense stipend, health care benefits, and paid tuition for the time they are in the graduate program, as long as they remain in good standing both academically and in their research. Applicants may apply for outside funding before submitting their application, and bring this funding with them when they enroll in the program. It is anticipated that a student entering the Pathology program will earn a Ph.D. in an average of 5.5 years.
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
The University of Washington provides equal opportunity in education without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, or status as a disabled veteran or Vietnam era veteran in accordance with University of Washington policy and applicable federal and state statutes and regulations. The Department of Pathology is committed to continuing to recruit students in accordance with this policy.

